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10/027704 received on 03 November 2005. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Action is in response to the Amendment (RCE) for Application Number 



2. Claims 23-32 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 23-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dutta 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,684,238). 

3. Regarding claims 23, 31 , and 32, Dutta disclosed a method of alerting a user of 
an e-mail client application prior to the user sending an e-mail message, said method 
comprising: 

obtaining an indication that a user wishes to send an e-mail message to a 
designated e-mail address (Dutta, Fig. 5, 504); 

in response to said indication and prior to the user sending the e-mail message, 
transmitting a request to a remote device regarding a current availability of a recipient 
that is associated with the designated e-mail address (Dutta, Fig. 5, 506); 
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receiving a reply that at least one of: (i) no current email message receiving 
capability or (ii) no current email message handling capability (Dutta, Fig. 5, 508); and 

alerting the user, prior to the user sending the e-mail message that the recipient 
is not currently available at the designated e-mail address (Dutta, Fig. 5, 516). 
Claims 31 and 32 include an apparatus with limitations that are substantially similar to 
the limitations of claim 23, and are therefore rejected with the same rationale. 

4. Regarding claim 24, Dutta disclosed the limitations, substantially as claimed, as 
described in claim 23, including wherein the indication that the user wishes to send the 
e-mail message comprises entry of the designated e-mail address as an intended 
recipient of the e-mail message (Dutta, Fig. 5, 504), 

5. Regarding claim 25, Dutta disclosed the limitations, substantially as claimed, as 
described in claim 24, including wherein the request is transmitted as soon as the 
designated e-mail address, as entered, has been resolved (Dutta, Fig. 5, 506, col. 3, 
lines 1-5). 

6. Regarding claim 26, Dutta disclosed the limitations, substantially as claimed, as 
described in claim 24, including wherein the request is transmitted automatically in 
response to entry of the designated e-mail address as an intended recipient of the e- 
mail message (Dutta, Fig. 5, 506, col. 3, lines 5-15, 45-60). 
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7. Regarding claim 26, Dutta disclosed the limitations, substantially as claimed, as 
described in claim 24, including wherein the user is alerted that the recipient is not 
currently available at the designated e-mail address while the user still is composing the 
e-mail message (Dutta, Fig. 5, 516, 518, 510, Dutta disclosed that the warning is 
disclosed while the user is still composing the e-mail message, and then the user 
makes a choise whether to proceed with the email or not). 

8. Regarding claim 28, Dutta disclosed the limitations, substantially as claimed, as 
described in claim 23, including wherein the user is visually alerted that the recipient is 
not currently available at the designated e-mail address (Dutta, Fig. 5, 516). 

9. Regarding claim 29, Dutta disclosed the limitations, substantially as claimed, as 
described in claim 23, including wherein the request is transmitted to a server that is 
known to maintain a database of current availability statuses for different e-mail 
addresses (Dutta, Fig. 4, 404). 

10. Regarding claim 30, Dutta disclosed the limitations, substantially as claimed, as 
described in claim 23, including wherein the reply indicates if (1) the email address of 
the recipient e-mail address is not valid or no longer valid, (2) the recipient e-mail 
address is set in an auto-reply mode, or (3) the auto-reply mode for the recipient e-mail 
address is not set (Dutta, col. 4, lines 40-45). 
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Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the Examiner. 

In the case of amending the claimed invention, Applicant is respectfully 
requested to indicate the portion(s) of the specification which dictate(s) the structure 
relied on for proper interpretation and also to verify and ascertain the metes and bounds 
of the claimed invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to J. Bret Dennison whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3910. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A Wiley can be reached on (571 ) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-clirect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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